
Getting Started with Video Editing 

 
Adobe Premiere Elements is a powerful video editing application that you can use to 

produce high-quality videos. NOTE: You cannot simply launch it from the Start button as 

you would normally do with other applications. 

 

Editing video through a network is as slow as molasses, so you’ll need to work from the local hard 

drive. You need to do this: 

1. Go to the Data (D:) drive on your workstation. 

2. Delete all files from Data (D:). 

3. Create a folder called “lastname_topic_clips” e.g. smith_rant_clips. 

4. Download your video clips from the camera to the folder called lastname_topic_clips. (Or copy/paste 

them there if you have already downloaded them elsewhere.) 

5. Go to I:\Handout. 

6. Double-click on “Premiere Elements Start.prel”. 

7. Premiere Elements will start up. Be patient… 

8. Immediately choose File > Save As and save your project to the Data (D:) drive using this naming 

convention: “lastname_topic.prel”, e.g. smith_rant.prel. 

9. You can now import your video clips, still images, music, etc. into your project. 

The buttons and commands in Premiere Elements are named descriptively, so be sure to look at them. 

If you get stuck, choose Help > Getting Started from the menu. 

10. Save often! 

11. Note that your video project consists of multiple files, 

NOT just the lastname_topic.prel file. You need to 

keep those files together exactly as they appear when 

you make the project or your video may not work. 

Move/copy all of your files together and you should be 

fine. Here’s what your list of files should look like: 

12. NOTE: The Data (D:) drive is on the computer where you are working, NOT on the server. As a result, 

anyone can see, edit and/or delete your project. So… 

13. Near the end of the editing session, save your project and close Premiere Elements. 

a. Create a folder in your H: drive called “lastname_topic_video” e.g. smith_rant_video. 

b. Copy all of your files, including your video clips, still images and music, to the folder you just 

created. That way your project is safe. 

c. Be sure the folder copied to your H: drive successfully. 

d. Delete everything from the Data (D:) drive so no one else can mess with your files. 

When you want to edit your video again: 

1. Copy all of the files from your lastname_topic_video folder to the Data (D:) drive 

2. Double-click on the lastname_topic.prel file in the Data (D:) drive and your video should open for you. 

3. Save often! 

4. Remember to copy your files back to your lastname_topic_video folder in your H: drive near the 

end of each editing session. 

5. Video files are large and slow to copy, so budget your time wisely. 


